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Max Weber om definisjon av religion 

  
 

1. The Rise of Religions 
 
To define "religion," to say what it is, is not possible at the start of a 

presentation such as this. Definition can be attempted, if at all, only at 

the conclusion of the study. The essence of religion is not even our 

concern, as we make it our task to study the conditions and effects of a 

particular type of social behavior. 

The external courses of religious behavior are so diverse that an 

understanding of this behavior can only be achieved from the viewpoint 

of the subjective experiences, ideas, and purposes of the individuals 

concerned – in short, from the viewpoint of the religious behavior's 

"meaning" (Sinn). 
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